Southern Maine Community College

Communications and New Media    

CNMS 165 Website Production

Task 6/ Final Project: Creating an Advanced Web Interface and Website Using PhotoShop and Dreamweaver using a combination of div tags and tables.

If you have spent any time on the web you will notice that most web sites use some type of interface. Usually this interface is created in PhotoShop where you would create various button states, a predetermined text area and a background based on your design that extends beyond your interface. It might also include other elements such as a banner area for the web site’s title or logo or it may contain other interactive elements. Well designed interfaces can not only simplify the creation of a web site, but can also clarify a site’s navigation, layout and add to a site’s overall beauty and design.

For this task you must create a layered PhotoShop file that is no more than 980 pixels wide and 72 dpi resolution, RGB color and it must contain the following elements. Keep in mind that your primary navigational elements should appear above the fold of your browser so when you create your interface try to keep them above the 700 pixel mark (don’t worry, I will be going over this in class using a basic interface lesson). Save your file in your primary psd folder (should be located “above public” as discussed in class) as “task6-interface.psd”: You must create a significantly different interface from the one we are working on in class to get full credit for this assignment.

1. Graphical buttons with a rollover state, you may place your navigation bar on the top or left side and should be completely visible in the first scroll of the screen (1024 x 768 resolution).

2. A well defined text area that contains a fairly neutral background area that wouldn’t clash too much with your text. Think about the text color you will be using on your site and how much text you will be using. For high text sites it is recommended that you do not use high-contrast color combinations such as white on black (gold or gray on black is better on the eyes). Avoid using text in your images unless you are using a header or logo, instead opt for using HTML-based text which is read by search engines and loads more quickly.

3. Include a header area where you would place the title of your web site, a logo or image-based elements.

4. Create a background that would tile seamlessly and extend your interface well beyond the confines of the 980 pixel wide area for users who have their monitor’s resolution set at or higher than 1024 x 768. A good rule of thumb here is to create a background image that is meant to tile from top to bottom and side to side, it should echo and even extend the interface you create. 

5. Once you have created your interface slice it up using guides and the slice tool. We will be doing this in class. Do not save or use the HTML page that Photoshop generates (when saving for web, save images only instead of HTML and images only), just save the sliced images; you usually have better results and more reliable, flexible pages by creating the code in DreamWeaver and then placing the images within DW which is what we will be doing in class and is the whole point of this course. If I see any PhotoShop code on any pages you will not be given credit for this assignment!

6. Using Div tags and tables in Dreamweaver, create a template page inside your “task6” folder and then follow the instructions for task 3, you may copy the content you used in task 4 if you wish and copy and paste it into the pages of task 6 or use all new content as long as it makes sense. 

7. Make sure you create a contact page since you will need to add a contact form to this page for a later task, do not create the form yet, we will be doing this in class when the time comes.

The following links may be of some help to you in understanding this concept a bit better if you have been having trouble getting the concept in class:

http://www.pegaweb.com/tutorials/pigletfactory/index.htm
http://www.absolutecross.com/tutorials/photoshop/basics/image-slicing/ 

Challenge: You may omit tables entirely if you wish as long as the site looks good in Internet Explorer and Firefox. Remember, the vast majority of users on the Web still use IE so make sure that is your primary browser.

