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CNM180 Website Production

Lesson 8: Converting a Site to SSI (Server Side Includes) (We will be doing this in class)

With this lesson we will be creating a site that is put together dynamically by a server. You can approach this in two ways, either copy one of your sites from a previous folder and edit the individual pages or start fresh, creating a template page with rollover buttons (usually better) and then copy your content from the other pages into your new pages. 

SSI allows you to take snippets of code, cut them out of a Web page, paste the snippet into a new document and then insert an SSI statement where you cut the code out of the document to call up the code snippet. With SSI, you only have one or two documents that are linked to hundreds or even thousands of HTML pages. Make one change on this SSI document and you affect every document it’s attached to—very powerful. 

SSI only works on servers that are set up for them, the server we are using is set up for it and, in fact, the “You Can Learn Web Page Design” site uses SSI extensively. The set up on our server requires that pages using SSI must have the .shtml extension. The following steps outline the process of converting an HTML page to SSI. I usually divide a page into three parts which isolates the content area. The content area should be the only portion of a page that changes from page to page while the navigational elements remain constant. For simplicity it is recommended to isolate the content area of your site inside a nested table that has only one column and one row then give the table the id of “content”. It is also a good idea to use comment tags in your template document that points out where the “headers and footers” begin and end and the content begins and ends.

Step 1: Find the beginning of the content area under code view, place your cursor above it, highlight all the code to the top of the HTML document and copy it out of the template document...

Step 2: Then create a blank page in the files window inside my root folder and name it top.shtml or header.shtml. Open the document in DW (double click after creation), go to code view and delete all code from the page.

Step 3: Now you have to paste the code that you copied from the template into this include document and then save it.

Step 4: Return to the template you copied the code from and, find the end of your content area, place your cursor after it and highlight and copy the code from there to the bottom of the page. It may help you to use comment tags that show where your actual content begins and ends such as <!--content starts here-->, it is also very helpful to create a nested table for your content whenever possible.

Step 5: Go to files, right click and create another include document naming it bottom.shtml or footer.shtml and then clear it of code and paste the code you just copied into this blank document.

Step 6: Now you can copy the code in the template document that will contain your content area, copy this code and then go to the file manager and create a page labeled “index.shtml” open the document in code view, remove the code from the document and replace it with the code you just copied.

Step 7: Place your cursor above this code and type the following:


<!--#include file=”top.shtml”--> (note that you can use header.shtml instead of top.shtml)

Then place your cursor at the end of your content code and type another include statement:


<!--#include file=”bottom.shtml”--> (note that you can use footer.shtml instead of bottom.shtml)

Step 8: Click on Design view and you should see a complete document. If you don’t, check your spelling, file location and code and retry. DreamWeaver will display properly composed includes correctly; it will also display pages correctly for absolute and site/root relative links provided the files and folders are set up correctly, however, you should only use document-relative links in this class due to the way the hosting server is set up.

